Reduction in ESRD reimbursement rate: identifying research priorities and quality indicators.
In October 1972, Public Law 92-603 extended Medicare benefits to patients suffering with chronic renal failure, and the End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Program was established. The availability of registered nurses to care for the ESRD patient has been directly related to the financial reimbursement obtained by providers from Medicare. This article identifies legislation passed to establish and maintain the ESRD Program and summarizes the ESRD regulations. A review of the literature to examine research on the impact of quality of care following the reduction in reimbursement rates and the implications for nephrology nursing research are explored.